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inappropriate academic education upon an unsuspecting people, rather than making
available to them an appropriate education. What Africans needed, it was sometimes
argued, was training in agriculture, manual arts, trade and technical education, domes-
tic arts, health science, and other such practical studies.
As a matter of fact, many efforts were made by British and other humanitarians
and missionaries to provide a practical education in agriculture, the industrial trades,
and commercial subjects. An excellent example can be found in an offical report of
the Education Committee of the Privy Council to the Colonial Office in 1847 as
follows:
(i) To inculcate the principles and promote the influences of Christianity by
such instruction as can be given in elementary schools.
fii) To accustom the children of these races to habits of self-control and moral
discipline.
(iii) To diffuse a grammatical knowledge of the English language as the most
important agent of civilisation.
(iv) To make the school the means of improving the condition of the peasantry
by teaching them how health may be preserved by a proper diet, cleanliness,
ventilation and clothing, and by the structure of their dwellings.
(v) To give a practical training in household economy and in the cultivation of
the cottage garden as well as in those common handicrafts by which a labourer
may improve his domestic comfort.
(vi) To communicate such a knowledge of writing and arithmetic, and of their
application to his wants and duties, as may enable a peasant to economise his
means, and give the small fanner the power to enter into calculations and
agreements.
(vii) Improved agriculture is required to replace the system of exhausting the
virgin soils, and then leaving to natural influences alone the work of reparation.
The education of the coloured races would, therefore, not be complete for the
children of small farmers, unless it included this object.
(viii) Lesson-books should teach the mutual interests of the mother country and
her dependencies, the rational basis of this connection and the domestic and
social duties of the coloured races.
(ix) Lesson books should also set forth simply the relation of wages, capital and
labour, and the influence of local and general government on personal security,
independence and order.6
This all sounds extremely logical—to a Westerner. But if one notes carefully the
repeated statement that this is the type of education appropriate "for the coloured
races" and "for the peasant," one may get a clue as to why the Africans did not
respond as enthusiastically to such practical education as Westerners thought they
should. A pervasive racial attitude of white superiority over black peoples is all too
evident in this governmental position paper.
6H. S. Scott, "Education by the European," Tfie Year Book of Education, 1938, Evans Brothers,
Ltd., London, 1938, p. 709.

